
Talking points

KNOWLEDGE
1. Which fields of study are combined in Deborah and Brian’s

research?
2. What questions does the ‘inverted spectrum’ thought 

experiment raise?

COMPREHENSION
3. Why is it important we know which animals feel pain?
4. What is the difference between nociception and pain? 

APPLICATION
5. What questions would you ask philosopher Deborah and

neurobiologist Brian to further your understanding of the ‘problem 
of other minds’?

6. The article explains that the structure of the visual system
determines the function of the visual system. How does this 
principle apply to pain?

7. Whether or not an animal species can experience pain has
welfare implications for how it should be treated. What ‘real-world’ 
implications can you think of?

ANALYSIS
8. What is the problem with asking which animals feel pain? What

makes this a challenging and complex question to answer?

EVALUATION
9. Deborah, Brian and the team will continue investigating the ethical

implications of their research. Why do you think this is an important 
part of their work? What do you think these ethical implications 
are? To what extent do you think ethical implications are important 
to researchers in different fields of research?

CREATIVITY
10. How would you explain the ‘problem of other minds’ without giving

the example of colours? 

Debating life
As the study of reality and our existence, philosophy poses many 
fascinating questions – questions that do not necessarily have a right or 
wrong answer, questions that force us to consider the complex nuances of 
life. Contemplating such questions develops our critical thinking skills and 
our ability to look at the world from different perspectives. Philosophical 
debates are fun, challenging and thought-provoking.

Either as a whole class, in small groups or even in one-to-one pairings, debate one 
or more of the following motions:
• There is no such thing as free will.
• Our personalities are shaped more by nature than nurture.
• Everyone’s life is of equal value.
• Humans have souls.
• Animals should not have the same rights as humans.
• To understand the human brain is to understand what it means to be human.

Research and prepare notes – or even a three-minute speech – in advance.
Prepare points both for and against the motion – it is always important to 
anticipate what the opposing side will say and consider counterarguments.
If you are debating as a class or group, designate key roles, such as opening 
and closing speakers and judges.

Activity

• The Philosophy Foundation includes lots of interesting activities to 
prompt you to explore philosophical ideas:  
www.philosophy-foundation.org/enquiries/age:40 

• This Serious Science video features Patricia Churchland, a philosopher, 
talking about neurophilosophy:  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8epdBqRvPU 

• Deborah was asked, “If you had the opportunity to write a letter to your 
16-year-old self, what would you tell her?” – here’s what she wrote: 
study.uq.edu.au/stories/dear-16-year-old-me-advice-uqs-professor-
deborah-brown
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